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and dull if, along with the vast human capacity in the
way of mechanisms for acting, there were no corre-
sponding increase in interests. The result of such a
disproportion would be that we should only seldom be
working for an end that directly attracted us; almost
all of our activity would be of the nature of drudgery,
requiring outside drive to keep it going.

As a matter of fact, human interests keep pace with
human capacities. Almost always, where a child dis-
plays talent, he also displays interest. It might not be
amiss to extend McDougalFs conception of the connec-
tion of instincts and emotions so as to speak of a native
interest as the affective side of a native capacity. Along
with the capacity for music goes the musical interest;
along with the capacity for handling numerical relations
goes an interest in numbers; along with the capacity for
mechanical devices goes the interest in mechanics;
along with the capacity for language goes the interest
in learning to speak; and so on through the list of capa-
cities, both those that are generally present in all men
and those that are strong only in the exceptional indi-
vidual. From the introspective side, an interest is
somewhat similar to an emotion; from the side of
behavior, it is a drive towards activity of the capacity
to which it is attached.

The instincts are adaptations to very general features
of the environment, while the capacities are adaptations
to more special features. Curiosity, for example, is a
native adaptation to an environment that changes and
continually presents something new; its behavior con-
sists in the exploration of what is new. The capacity for
perceiving number relations is an adaptation to a more